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  Seventy Five Years Strong! 

This year marks Sugar Bush Supplies Co.’s 75th 
year of service to the industry.  While we’ve only 
been at the supply side of things since 1977, our 
predecessor Bob Huxtable opened for business in 
Lansing, Michigan in 1934.  He started out selling 
King Evaporators and sundry maple supplies.  In the 
mid-sixties, Bob and other distributors from around 
the US maple region pooled their resources to form 
the Leader Evaporator Company, a merging of the 
old King, Leader and Soule manufacturers.  Leader  
has been going strong since, thanks to the wise and timely investment of their distributors way back then.  We are 
proud to remain one of Leader’s major stockholders (Rick currently sits on their Board of Directors) and continue to 

work closely with them in developing, manufacturing and 
distributing quality maple equipment.  In fact, we’re proud to 
report that every winning entry in the Michigan Maple Syrup 
Association’s 2009 maple syrup, candy and cream contest was 
made on Leader equipment. Congrats to our winning customers!  
And while we can’t promise you the same award winning 
results, we can assure you of the quality of our equipment. 

Stop in and check out the Leader line, always 
on display in our fully stocked warehouse.  
We’re here to help . . . and looking forward  
to the next 75 years! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Unprecedented Syrup Prices 
In last year’s catalog letter, we encouraged you to consider
expansion of your operation as the industry experienced
unprecedented high prices for maple syrup.  Boy, were we right!
(We just didn’t know it at the time.)  A disastrous 50% crop in
Quebec last season lead to a major shortage in maple and truly
unprecedented prices worldwide.  It’s been a wild ride in the world of
maple supply and demand.  There are reports of large packers out
east buying truckload bulk syrup for $45.00 a gallon.  Many
producers there are selling retail syrup for $60.00 a gallon.  You’ve
probably seen prices of packaged syrup in your grocery stores and
even Sam’s Club climb through the roof as they adjust to market
conditions.  The high prices seem a bit crazy to many folks here in
Michigan, where producers had a high quality crop and many had a
season that would stand out among their best, especially in the
southwestern area of the state.  But as New England sugarmakers
and packers scrambled to find syrup last spring, prices climbed
steadily there and subsequently, here.  Of course, there’s no way to
tell what this year’s crop will look like.  We’re seeing aggressive
expansion in the New England States and Canada, as folks race to
take advantage of these high prices and to supplement their
incomes in difficult economic times.  It will certainly be an interesting
year ahead and it’s too early to predict with much conviction where
prices might end up, though we’re expecting them to remain fairly
high.  You know the old adage; time will tell!

 

A New Chapter          for George 
You’ll likely see a slight personnel 
change at Sugar Bush Supplies this 
season.  George remarried last June 
and as much as he loves talking to all 
the friends he’s made in the industry, 
here in the office and on the phone, he 
definitely seems to prefer the company 
of his new wife, Betty.  He spent the 
summer and fall months traveling and 
enjoying his time with Betty.  We 
hardly saw him in the office!  We were 
starting to wonder how much he’d be 
around this season.  We got that 
answer in November when he was 
scheduled for open-heart surgery, 
including six bypasses and a valve 
repair—at age 84!  It was a major 
surgical procedure with a number of 
complications.  But true to his nature, 
George plugged through and is gaining 
strength each day.  You can bet he’ll 
be finding things to do around here, 
as he’s able. 

Bob Huxtable’s Showroom in Lansing, Michigan. 

Unloading our 1st Leader truck in 1976 (left) and our current warehouse in Mason, Michigan (right). 
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